Sophia’s Circle & Weaving for Justice Annual
Newsletter
Friend us on Facebook at Weaving for Justice/Email us at weavingforjustice@gmail.com
Visit our website and on-line store at www.weaving-for-justice.org
We are also on Instagram at Weaving for Justice

“When a woman rises, no man is left behind.”
Cuando una mujer avanza, no hay hombre que retrocede.
Me jun ants tax muy tax x-kuxlejal, muyu’k jun vinik tas sutes yalel.
1 March 2017
Dear Friends,
In our work on behalf of weavers in Chiapas we’ve been privileged, honored, and inspired to see
the rising of women in Chiapas and Mexico. This rising has taken many forms. In weaving
collectives of highland Chiapas women have gained dignity and strength through weaving to
support their families. The weavers refuse government hand-outs, such as food and money,
because they see these as ways the government seeks to maintain the status quo, rather than treat
them as partners in building a just society. Although it isn’t easy, women weave and men farm in
order to stay on their lands and not migrate to other parts of Mexico or the U.S. to make money to
support their families. The weavers and their families are models for us of working together at the
local level to create a future in which all benefit, not just those with money and power.
Sophia’s Circle is a 501(c)(3) women’s art and cultural heritage organization and Weaving for
Justice is its main project. We are a volunteer network working on behalf of Tsotsil-Maya women
weavers and their families in two weaving cooperatives and one doll-making collective in highland
Chiapas, Mexico. We also strive to create more humane, egalitarian, and sustainable societies in the
borderlands region of Southern New Mexico, Southwest Texas, and Chihuahua, Mexico. The weaving
cooperatives we assist are Tsobol Antsetik (Women United), a group of 30 women and their children
in the township of San Pedro Chenalhó, with a meeting house/store in the community of Chixiltón;
and Mujeres Por La Dignidad (Women for Dignity), a Zapatista collective of 90 women with its store
in Oventic. All the women in the groups are in the resistance, that is they do not participate in topdown economic development projects that fail to take their needs into account. In the following
pages, we share some recent projects of the weavers we serve and of the resistance movement.

NOMINATION OF AN INDIGENOUS WOMAN FOR PRESIDENT OF MEXICO
We were excited to learn that in May 2017 the Zapatistas and the National Indigenous Congress will
announce a candidate for the president of Mexico in 2018 and that she will be an indigenous
woman! In the words of the Zapatistas, their candidate and her supporters will not seek power, but
to organize with others in civil society “to strengthen ourselves in our resistance and rebellion, in
defense of the life of each and every person, family, collective, community, and neighborhood.”
The changes over the past few decades in women’s participation in the public arena in Chiapas
have been remarkable. Christine Eber, a founding member of Weaving for Justice, recalls how shy
women were to talk with her in the 1980s when she was living in Chenalhó as an anthropologist. At
first, women would put their shawls over their mouths when they talked to her. Men often spoke for
their wives.

1

Another important development of the Zapatistas is a commission they recently established to look
into how to help migrants and other Mexicans who have been deported from the U.S. to Mexico.
They are considering providing economic and other forms of assistance.

NEW PHOTO BOOK BY TSOBOL ANTSETIK COMING SOON!

In 2016, the women of Tsobol Antsetik
began to learn to take photographs to
document their work and lives in
workshops of The Chiapas Photography
Project. The women have already
produced two tri-lingual books (Tsotsil,
Spanish, and English) about their threads
and weaving process – Our Threads and
Women United Weavers. Their latest book
in-progress -- Our Clothing --is about how
their clothing has changed over the years.
In June 2017 the Weaving for Justice
website store will sell the three photo
books. But you don’t have to wait until
then to purchase woven book marks, cloth
number and animal books for children, and
nursing mother dolls on the website store -www.weaving-for-justice.org/online-store/
The photo on the left is from the new
clothing book and shows a traditional tunic
for little boys.

TWO WEAVERS FROM TSOBOL ANTSETIK TO TRAVEL TO OAXACA, MEXICO!
In July 2016 two members of Weaving for Justice, Janet Darrow and Christine Eber,
presented at the annual meeting of Weave a Real Peace (WARP) in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
They showed Janet’s film of the inauguration of Tsobol Antsetik’s new meeting house. They
were greatly impressed with the work of WARP on behalf of indigenous weavers of the
world. In June 2017 the WARP annual meeting will be held in Oaxaca and two weavers from
Tsobol Antsetik will attend. Weaving for Justice raised funds to cover their expenses
through our donated textile sale, and WARP is also considering scholarship aide to the
weavers. Tsobol Antsetik chose Celia Arias Pérez, one of the co-op’s three representatives,
and Claudia Pérez Pérez who serves as a laison with Weaving for Justice, to attend the
meeting. This will be the first time the young women will leave the highlands of Chiapas.
Claudia will follow in the footsteps of her mother, Margarita, whose first trip outside of
Chiapas was also to Oaxaca to represent the Zapatistas at a Consultation held there in 1999.
See page 3 for photos of Celia (left) and Claudia (right).
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W AYS YOU CAN HELP US IN O UR W ORK O N BEHALF OF THE W EAVERS
We know that many of you share our concern about the human rights issues currently
confronting our nation and the world. To help make a positive difference, we encourage you to
support your favorite non-profits and if we fit that category, we’d be grateful for your support.
Donations in the form of memberships enable us to pay booth fees at sales and print our
literature, among other needs. All proceeds from sales of textiles by Weaving for Justice go
directly back to the weaver groups. This year we were able to send the weavers and dollmakers
$29,294. To donate to Weaving for Justice, please fill out the form at the end of this newsletter
and send your donation payable to “Sophia’s Circle” to 5249 Angel Fire Place, Las Cruces, NM
88011 or go to our website store page and click on the donate button -- www.weaving-forjustice.org/online-store/ Other ways you can help include:

*DONATE MESOMERICAN & ANDEAN TEXTILES Each Fall at the New Mexico State
University Museum in Las Cruces we hold a sale of donated textiles to raise funds for scholarships for
Maya students through the Maya Educational Foundation (www.mayaedufound.org). In 2016, some
donors also donated textiles to fund the travel of Celia and Claudia to attend the WARP meeting
(see page 2). We will hold our third sale in Fall 2017 and have already received promises of new
donations. If you would like to clean out your closets and donate to a worthy cause, please contact
Christine Eber at ceber@nmsu.edu. Your donation is tax-deductible.

* SUPPORT LA FRONTERA, A FAIR TRADE STORE AT NOPALITO’S GALERIA
In 2016 Weaving for Justice had a banner year at La Frontera, a fair trade store located at 326 S.
Mesquite St. in Las Cruces. The store was open for the first time in November and December as well
as in June- August. Again in Summer 2017, Weaving for Justice will join several women’s artisan
groups on the US-Mexico border to run the all-volunteer store. Last year groups selling at the store
included Centro Santa Catalina of Juárez, Mexico; Guerilla Prayer Flags of Juárez, Palomas Oilcloth
Designs of Palomas, Mexico, and Palomas Women’s Cooperative of Palomas. This Summer our
hours of operation will be Saturdays in June – August, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Please contact Weaving for
Justice by email if you would like to volunteer. Mil gracias to the Gallegos family for donating space
in the gallery for our store and to our trusty volunteers who kept the store open.

* DONATIONS IN HONOR OR MEMORY of a special person in your life.
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* HOUSE PARTIES are another opportunity to support the weavers, socialize, shop for yourself or
others, and receive a free gift of a weaving in return for hosting a party. To set up a house sale
contact Elaine Hampton at elainemhampton@gmail.com or 915-373-3627.
* PATRONIZE THE FOLLOWING STORES & VENUES WHERE TEXTILES ARE SOLD:
* First Saturday of the month sale – You can find us at the Las Cruces Farmers Market from
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. on the first Saturday of each month. We are inside the Community Enterprise
Center, 125 N. Main St. on the Downtown Mall.
* Stores selling the weavers’ work - Bowlin’s Mesilla Book Center, 2360 Calle Principal,
Mesilla; The Mountain View Market, 1300 El Paseo Rd., Las Cruces; Southwest Environmental
Center, 275 N. Main St., Las Cruces; and Casa Camino Real Book Store and Gallery, 314 S.
Tornillo, Las Cruces. Our heartfelt thanks to these stores for their support!
AND if you are planning to travel to Chiapas please email us about how to visit Snail
Jolobetik, the meeting house of Tsobol Antsetik where you can buy textiles directly from the
weavers. The meeting house is open Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and is located in
Chixilton, a community in San Pedro Chenalhó, about one and a half hours from San Cristóbal.

THANK YOU!
We owe a debt of gratitude to the following individuals with whom we have collaborated over the past year:
Carol Charnley; Denise Chávez; Meghann Dallin; Selina Farmer; Deborah Ford; Judy Forney; Carol Hendrickson;
Dorothy Hughes; Mary Ellen Hunner; Joan Jensen; Bill Jungels; Weldon Lamb; Linda & Jack Laughlin; Karen
Lerner; Andy Lower; Jean McDonnell; Addison Nace; Jeanne Simonelli; Carol and Peter Vanier; Rebecca
Wiggins-Reinhard; Shane Williams; and Til Zimmerman; and to the following organizations: Fumiyasu Arakawa &
Anna Strankman of the NMSU University Museum, LC; Doug Campion of the Community Enterprise Center, LC;
Alta Le Compte of the Las Cruces Bulletin; Carlota Duarte, Lupita Girón Intzin, and Juana López López of The
Chiapas Photography Project, San Cristóbal de Las Casas, Chiapas; Center for Spiritual Living, LC; Patricia &
Ernestina Gallegos of Nopalito’s Galería; Norma Hartell of the Branigan Cultural Center, LC; Maxine Insera and
Tom Potts of the Latin American Solidarity Committee of Western New York; Elisabeth Nicholson of The Maya
Educational Foundation, MA; Kelley Quarles of The Red Door Gallery, Tularosa; Julie Rice of the Borderlands
Solidarity Economy, LC; Veronica Reyes of Parasol. MX; Spirit Winds Café & Gift Source, LC; Weave a Real
Peace; Wise Latina Summit of El Paso; and Paul Worley of Western Carolina State University.

Warmest regards,
Anita, Christine, Crystal, Elaine, Janet, Kit, Mary, and Patricia (Weaving for Justice Board)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------YES! I want to support Weaving for Justice in its work on behalf of weaving cooperatives in Chiapas,
Mexico. Enclosed is my check payable to Sophia’s Circle in the amount of US $___________________
Please mail your form to: Sophia’s Circle, 5249 Angel Fire Place, Las Cruces, NM 88011
Membership (circle one) Budget membership ______ ($15); Basic Membership _______ ($35); Gold
membership__________ ($100); donation $________________________.
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________email: ________________________________________________
Thank you for your gift!
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